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8:00 – 8:45 Registrations and Coffee Cart

8:45 – 9:15 Conference Welcome
Welcome to Country and 
opening remarks.

Presenters:
	• Rodney Dillon, respected Palawa Elder, Community Leader & Advocate
	• John Gunn (Chair) Marine Bioproducts CRC

9:15 – 10:15 From Opportunity 
to Impact 
Flagship session on 
translating opportunities 
into real-world 
outcomes.

Facilitator: Dr Steve Lapidge (Interim CEO) Marine Bioproducts CRC

Presenters:
	• Clare Bradley (CEO) AgriSea
	• Sam Elsom (Founder and CEO) Sea Forest
	• Peter Manettas (CEO) AO3

10:15 – 10:45 Morning Tea

10:45 – 12:00 Commercial Marine 
Bioproducts
Exploring the 
commercial journeys 
behind marine 
bioproduct businesses.

Facilitator: Tamara Mills (Director) Marine Bioproducts CRC

Presenters & Panellists:
	• Dr Pia Winberg (CEO & Chief Scientist) Venus Shell Systems
	• Chris Ride (Founder & Managing Director) AusKelp
	• Kyran Crane (Co-Founder and Executive General Manager) Ocean2Earth

12:00 – 1:00 First Nations 
Perspectives on 
Sea Country
Embedding knowledge 
systems, cultural history, 
and partnerships in 
marine bioproducts.

Facilitator: Dr Leah Talbot (Director) Marine Bioproducts CRC

Presenter:
	• Elaine Chambers-Hegarty (Founder) Cultural Edge Designs 

Panellists:
	• Robert (Bo) Carne (Managing Director & Co-Owner) Nalan Seafoods & 
(Owner) Bo Carne Consultancy

	• Selina Maguire-Colgrave (Co-Owner) Tarkiner & (Chair) Circular Head 
Aboriginal Corporation

	• Rodney Dillon (Palawa Elder) (Co-Founder) Weetapoona Aboriginal 
Corporation & (Director) South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation

	• Tane Bradley (Chief Innovation Officer) AgriSea
	• Clare Bradley (CEO) AgriSea

1:00 – 2:00 Lunch Break

2:00 – 3:10 Scaling Sustainable 
Marine Biomass
Identifying how Australia 
can scale sustainable 
marine biomass.

Facilitator: Prof Peter Ralph (Executive Director, Climate Change Cluster) 
University Technology Sydney

Presenters & Panellists:
	• Ivan Dayrell (Business Owner) Greenalgi
	• Dr Igor Pirozzi (Senior Research Scientist) NSW Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development

	• Ryan Marchington (Aquaculture Science & Operations) Greenwave Aotearoa 
	• Rebecca (Bex) Barclay-Cameron (Blue Ventures Portfolio Director) 
Greenwave Aotearoa 

	• Ben Cameron (Executive Director and General Manager – Oysters) Yumbah

3:10 – 3:30 Afternoon Tea

3:30 – 5:00 Pathways to Market
Navigating the 
regulatory framework 
and building a 
successful market.

Facilitator: Dr Corinna Dwan (Director of Partnerships & Engagement) Marine 
Bioproducts CRC

Presenters:
	• Nick McNulty (Assistant Director, Business Improvement & Support Section, 
Complementary & OTC Medicines Branch) Therapeutic Goods Association 

	• Dr Long Chen (Assistant Director (Acting), Complementary Medicines 
Evaluation Section, Complementary & OTC Medicines Branch) Therapeutic 
Goods Association 

	• Dr Utz Mueller (Director) One Tox Scientific Services
	• Paul Green (TradeStart Advisor) Department of State Growth 
	• Dr Kira Schipper (Senior Principal Researcher) The University of Queensland

5:00 – 6:00 Networking and Poster Session



8:00 – 9:00 Registrations and Coffee Cart

9:00 – 9:05 Conference Recap
Acknowledgment of 
Country.

Presenters:
	• Carron Daveson (First Nations Engagement Advisor) Marine Bioproducts CRC

9:05 – 10:15 Industry Outlook and 
Marine R&D Strategy
Discussing Australia’s 
research priorities, 
strategic direction 
& future investment 
landscape.

Facilitator: Dr Steve Lapidge (Interim CEO) Marine Bioproducts CRC

Presenters & Panellists:
	• Sean Sloan (Managing Director) Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation

	• John Gunn (Chair) Marine Bioproducts CRC

10:15 – 10:45 Morning Tea

10:45 – 12:15 Concurrent 
Sessions Series 
Maximising 
commercial 
opportunity in 
select species.

Sea Urchins: Turning an Ecological Challenge into an Economic Opportunity
Facilitator: Dr Corinna Dwan (Director of Partnerships & Engagement) Marine 
Bioproducts CRC

Presenters & Panellists:
	• Prof Colin Barrow (Chair of Biotechnology and Director of the Centre for 
Chemistry and Biotechnology) Deakin University

	• Prof Nigel Swarts (Horticulture Centre Leader, Tasmanian Institute of 
Agriculture) University of Tasmania

	• Jamie Newman (Owner) Sydney Urchins in collaboration with Sea Urchin 
Processors Association

	• Prof Heather Smyth (Deputy Director Research, The Queensland Alliance for 
Agriculture and Food Innovation) The University of Queensland

Microalgae: Breaking the Barriers to Commercialisation
Facilitator: Adrian Spencer (Chair) Microalgae Australia Ltd.

Presenters & Panellists:
	• Dr Alex Thomson (Industry Engagement Manager) University of 
Technology Sydney

	• Prof Peter Ralph (Executive Director, Climate Change Cluster) University of 
Technology Sydney

	• Lloyd Simons (Director), Cascadia Innovations
	• Prof Ben Hankamer (Founding Director, Solar Biofuels Consortium and Centre 
for Solar Biotechnology) The University of Queensland

	• Dr Anusuya Willis (Director, Australian National Algae Culture Collection) CSIRO
	• Dr Polly Agrawal (Business Development Manager, Partnerships and Business 
Development) CSIRO

12:15 – 1:15 Lunch Break

1:15 – 2:45 Research in Action
Building Australia’s 
marine innovation 
through research 
capability to  
commercial impact.

Facilitator: Dr Kathy Ophel-Keller (Director) Marine Bioproducts CRC

Presenters:
	• Dr Esther Callcott (Head of Discipline - Veterinary Technology) Charles 
Sturt University

	• Prof Colin Barrow (Director of the Centre for Chemistry and Biotechnology) 
Deakin University

	• A/Prof Yun Feng (Research Leader – Institute for Biomedicine and Glycomics) 
Griffith University

	• Prof Nigel Swarts (Horticulture Centre Leader, Tasmanian Institute of 
Agriculture) University of Tasmania

	• Dr Vanni Caruso (Medical Researcher and Senior Lecturer) University of 
Tasmania

2:45 – 3:15 Afternoon Tea

3:15 – 4:15 People & Capability 
Focusing on 
education, training, 
and building future 
industry capability.

Facilitator: Dr Sarah Ugalde (Education & Communications Manager) Marine 
Bioproducts CRC

Presenters:
	• Sarah Ugalde (Education & Communications Manager) Marine Bioproducts CRC
	• Dr Tara Kelly (Junior Research Fellow) University of Tasmania
	• Dr Dean Giosio (Research Fellow) University of Tasmania
	• Dr Patrick Hone (Angler) Self-employed

4:15 – 4:30 Conference Close Dr Steve Lapidge (Interim CEO) Marine Bioproducts CRC

The Hon Felix Ashton Ellis (Minister for Business, Industry and Resources | 
Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy | Minister for Police, Fire 
and Emergency Management | Minister for Skills and Jobs)

Bus departs 
6:15 – late

Gala Dinner and 
Award Presentations

Frogmore Creek Cellar Door & Restaurant
Awards presented by Heather Kent (Director) Marine Bioproducts CRC
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Marine BioConnect 2026 is supported by the Tasmanian 
Government’s Business Events Attraction Fund (BEAF), 

delivered through Business Events Tasmania.

THANK YOU! 
On behalf of Marine 
Bioproducts CRC, we 
would like to extend our 
sincere thanks to the 
speakers, facilitators, 
and delegates who 
dedicated their time 
and effort to this year’s 
Marine BioConnect. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the First Nations 
of Australia and the Traditional Custodians of the land and sea we now all share. We 
honour the enduring knowledge systems that have cared for Sea Country for more 
than 65,000 years. 

We recognise that First Nations cultures hold deep scientific, environmental and 
cultural knowledge that continues to guide sustainable relationships with marine 
ecosystems today. We pay our respects to Elders who have cared for Country in 
the past, those who continue to lead today, and the young people who will carry this 
knowledge into the future.

We commit to listening deeply, walking respectfully, and ensuring First Nations 
peoples guide decisions that impact Sea Country now and into the future.
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