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Welcome to Marine BioConnect 2026 — From Opportunity to Impact.

Hosted by the Marine Bioproducts CRC, Marine BioConnect brings
together the people, ideas and partnerships shaping Australia’s growing
marine bioproducts sector.

Over two days in Nipaluna Hobart, the program will explore the
opportunities emerging across marine production, processing and
product development, and importantly, what it takes to translate these
opportunities into real-world impact.

You'll hear from industry leaders, researchers, and government
representatives working across the marine bioproducts supply chain.
Through presentations, panel discussions, research showcases and
networking, we’ll explore commercialisation, sustainable marine biomass,
emerging technologies, research impact, First Nations leadership, the
people behind the products, and the future direction of the sector.

Marine BioConnect 2026 is about connection. We encourage you to
contribute to the conversation, meet someone new, explore opportunities
for collaboration and share your own experiences and ideas.

The strength of Australia’s marine bioproducts sector lies in its people and
partnerships. We hope Marine BioConnect 2026 creates new connections,
sparks new ideas and helps move more opportunities towards impact.
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Conference Day 1

8:00am - 8:45am
Coffee & Registrations Open

Welcome

Session 1: 9:15am - 10:15am

From Opportunity to Impact

Session 2: 10:45am - 12:00pm
Commercial Marine Bioproducts

Session 3: 12:00pm - 1:00pm
First Nations Perspectives
on Sea Country

Session 4: 2:00pm - 3:10pm
Scaling Sustainable Marine Biomass

Session 5: 3:30pm - 5:00pm
Pathways To Market

5:00pm - 6:00pm
Poster Session & Networking

WEONESDAY 26 AUGUST

Conference Day 2

8:00am - 9:00am
Coffee & Registrations Open

Welcome & Recap

Session 6: 9:05am - 10:15am
Industry Outlook & Marine
R&D Strategy

Session 7: 10:45am - 12:15pm
Concurrent Sessions
1. Sea Urchins Economic
Opportunity
2. Microalgae Breaking the Barriers

Session 8: 1:15pm - 2:45pm
Research in Action

Session 9: 3:15pm - 4:15pm
People & Capability

6:45pm - Late
Gala Dinner &
Marine Bioproducts Awards




DAY ONE

¥

8:45am - 9:15am

CONFERENCE WELCOME

Welcome to Country and opening remarks.

Rodney Dillon

Respected Palawa & Trawlwoolway Elder, Community Leader & Advocate

Rodney Dillon is a Palawa & Trawlwoolway Elder from Lutruwita - Tasmania and a longstanding
advocate for First Nations rights. Through leadership roles spanning community, heritage, fisheries
and human rights, he has worked to strengthen cultural, social and economic outcomes for First
Nations people and continues to be a respected voice for justice and change.

John Gunn FTSE
Chair, Marine Bioproducts CRC

John has a 40-year career as an applied scientist, organisational leader, and governance expert
focused on ensuring trusted science informs sustainable ocean development. Formerly CEO of
AIMS, Chief Scientist of the Australian Antarctic Program, and Deputy Chief of CSIRO Marine and
Atmospheric Research, he has led major science strategies, research programs, and partnerships.
John currently serves as Independent Chair of the Marine Bioproducts CRC and IMOS.

9:15am - 10:15am

SESSION 1: FROM OPPORTUNITY TO IMPACT

Flagship session on translating opportunities into real-world outcomes.

Dr Steve Lapidge
Interim CEO, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Facilitator

Steve has 20+ years professional experience in fostering innovation, collaboration and knowledge
transfer within the Cooperative Research Centre program and government to address major
societal challenges. He is a Fulbright Professional Business/Industry Fellow and a graduate of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors. Steve commenced in the role of Interim CEO of MBCRC
in May 2026.

Clare Bradley
CEO, AgriSea New Zealand Seaweed | 2026 Nuffield Scholar

From Biomass to Bioproducts: Building Value Through Innovation

Clare Bradley leads AgriSea, the award winning, indigenous-owned seaweed biostimulants
company now in its 30th year. She recently launched Nanosea a seaweed biorefinery that is a
world-first commercial seaweed nanocellulose extraction facility. Clare is the Founding Chair of the
Aotearoa NZ Seaweed Association, and a current Nuffield Scholar.

Sam Elsom
Founder and CEO, Sea Forest

The Sea Forest Story - Bringing Seaweed Innovation to Market

Sam is co-founder and CEO of Sea Forest (Ltd), an innovative environmental technology company
(est.2018) focussed on the cultivation of seaweed and the development of feed supplements to
reduce livestock methane production. Sam is a passionate environmentalist and eco-entrepreneur
with over 20 years’ experience in sustainability and is pioneering an environmentally positive
seaweed aquaculture industry and low emissions agriculture.

Peter Manettas
CEO, AO3

From Australian Waters to Global Wellness: The Commercial Journey of Marine Fish Oils

Peter Manettas is an experienced founder and director driving technology and innovation in

the seafood industry. Having studied Pharmacy at University, alongside partners co-founded
AOS- Australian Omega 3. This is an Australian first- engineered as one of the largest Omega 3
concentrate refineries globally- showcasing for the first time Australian Caught, Australian Refined
and truly Australian Made fish oils.




10:45am - 12:00pm
SESSION 2: COMMERCIAL MARINE BIOPRODUCTS

Exploring the commercial journeys behind marine bioproduct businesses.

Tamara Mills
Director, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Facilitator

Tamara Mills is an investor, entrepreneur and board-level executive with significant experience in
technology commercialisation, venture investment and innovation leadership. She leads venture
investments for Edale Capital across life sciences, environmental sustainability and emerging
technologies and has held executive roles across Australia, North America and Europe. Tamara
brings a strong commercialisation and investment perspective to the Marine Bioproducts CRC Board.

Dr Pia Winberg
CEOQO & Chief Scientist, Venus Shell Systems

The Art of Commercialising Seaweed: Creating the Path While Walking It

Pia has worked across sustainable marine industry development and academia for the past

20 years to integrate marine food production systems with the environment and deliver potent
nutritional benefits to society. Pia has been involved in numerous clinical studies using marine
sourced nutrition to demonstrate the case that it is essential to human wellbeing, but then also that
we need sustainable production methods to deliver on that need.

Chris Ride
Founder & Managing Director, AusKelp

Golden Opportunity
Christopher Ride is an Australian entrepreneur, author and founder of Auskelp. He is a leader
in sustainable marine industries and environmental innovation, pioneering the development of

Ecklonia radiata (golden kelp) cultivation in Australia, and its commercial applications across food,
nutraceuticals and bioproducts.

Kyran Crane

Co-Founder and Executive General Manager, Ocean2Earth

Scaling the marine biofertiliser industry

Kyran Crane is Co-Founder and Executive General Manager of Ocean2Earth, an Australian circular
economy business transforming seafood by-products into biological fertilisers, composts and soil
products. He leads the company’s commercial growth, industry partnerships and expansion of

resource recovery and manufacturing operations across Australia, connecting marine resources
with improved agricultural outcomes.

12:00pm - 1:00pm

SESSION 3: FIRST NATIONS PERSPECTIVES ON SEA COUNTRY

Embedding knowledge systems, cultural history, and partnerships in marine bioproducts.

Dr Leah Talbot
Director, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Eastern Kuku Yalanji
Facilitator

Leah Talbot is an Indigenous researcher and leader in land and sea management. She is
Research Manager at the Northern Australian Indigenous Land and Sea Management Alliance
(NAILSMA) and has held research roles with CSIRO and the Great Barrier Reef Foundation. Leah
specialises in Indigenous governance, knowledge systems and environmental stewardship.
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DAY ONE

Elaine Chambers-Hegarty
Founder, Cultural Edge Designs

Koa (Guwa) & Kuku Yalanji
Unveiling of MBCRC First Nations Artwork

Elaine is Koa (Guwa), and Kuku Yalanji woman, who is an Aboriginal Senior Graphic Designer,
Creative Director and Business Owner with over 35 years’ experience. Through Cultural Edge
Designs, she creates contemporary Aboriginal artwork, branding and visual communication for
corporate, government, community and cultural organisations, connecting culture, Country and
storytelling through meaningful, distinctive design.

PANEL TOPIC

Embedding First Nations Perspective: Two Worlds of Knowledge in Marine Bioproducts

Robert (Bo) Carne

Managing Director & Co-Owner, Nalan Seafoods & Owner, Bo Carne Consultancy

Bardi & Jabirr Jabirr

Robert (Bo) is Jabirr Jabirr through his mother and Bardi through his grandmother from the
Dampier Peninsular in WA. He grew up on Larrakia Country in Darwin and is the Managing Director
of Nalan Seafoods which he and his wife own. Bo is also the sole Director of Bo Carne Consultancy,
where he is working on a national project looking at barries and opportunities for elevating First
Nations involvement in the fishing industry and fisheries management decision-making.

Selina Maguire-Colgrave

Co-Owner, Tarkiner & Chair, Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation

Yadintji

Selina is an Aboriginal business leader, entrepreneur and cultural advocate from the far north-
west of Tasmania. She is the founder and driving force behind Tarkiner Kelp, an award-winning
Aboriginal enterprise transforming sustainably harvested Giant Bull Kelp (Durvillaea potatorum)
into premium plant health products while demonstrating how Indigenous knowledge and modern
science can work together to care for Country.

Rodney Dillon
Elder, Co-Founder, Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation & Director, South East
Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation

Palawa & Trawlwoolway

Rodney Dillon is a Palawa & Trawlwoolway Elder from Lutruwita - Tasmania and a longstanding
advocate for First Nations rights. Through leadership roles spanning community, heritage, fisheries
and human rights, he has worked to strengthen cultural, social and economic outcomes for First
Nations people and continues to be a respected voice for justice and change.

Tane Bradley

Chief Innovation Officer, AgriSea

Ngati Maniapoto & Waikato-Tainui

Tane Bradley (Ngati Maniapoto) is Chief Innovation Officer at AgriSea NZ, an award-winning
family-owned bio-stimulant company grounded in three decades of seaweed biorefinery
expertise. As second-generation leader of a business founded on matauranga Maori principles,
Tane embodies the integration of intergenerational Indigenous knowledge with contemporary
science and technology a philosophy that underpins AgriSea's approach to sustainable primary
sector innovation.

Clare Bradley
CEO, AgriSea

Clare Bradley leads AgriSea, the award winning, Indigenous-owned seaweed biostimulants
company now in its 30th year. She recently launched Nanosea a seaweed biorefinery that is a
world-first commercial seaweed nanocellulose extraction facility. Clare is the Founding Chair of the
Aotearoa NZ Seaweed Association, and a current Nuffield Scholar.



2:00pm - 3:10pm
SESSION 4: SCALING SUSTAINABLE MARINE BIOMASS

Identifying how Australia can scale sustainable marine biomass.

Prof Peter Ralph

Executive Director (Climate Change Cluster), University Technology Sydney
Facilitator

Distinguished Professor Peter Ralph is a global leader in algae biotechnology, advancing
sustainable solutions for food, energy, and high-value bioproducts. His pioneering research
delivers highly efficient cultivation systems and scalable production platforms, enabling circular
bioeconomy growth through bioplastics, zero-waste biorefineries, and commercially viable
innovations addressing climate, resource, and food security challenges.

Ivan Dayrell
Business Owner, Greenalgi

Marine Microalgae Scale-up: Sustainability and Opportunity to Australia

Ivan is an electronic engineer with a passion for ecology and marine biology. For 25 years, he
has developed disruptive technologies supporting a sustainable economy, generating multiple
companies and patents. He is currently working with the University of Queensland and Marine
Bioproducts CRC to demonstrate floating bioreactor technology capable of producing biomass at
the scale and cost required to make renewable fuels a reality.

Dr Igor Pirozzi
Senior Research Scientist, NSW Department of Primary Industries and

Regional Development
Research and Innovation for Marine Biomass Production

Igor is an aguaculture researcher and nutritionist with over 20 years’ experience across
commercially important finfish and invertebrates. His expertise spans sustainable feeds, nutrition,
physiology, metabolism and aquaculture systems technology. He leads applied research through
close industry and research collaborations, delivering practical outcomes while developing
research capability through postgraduate supervision.

Ryan Marchington

Aquaculture Science & Operations, Greenwave Aotearoa
Scaling Seaweed Biomass Across Australasia

Ryan Marchinton leads Aquaculture Science and Operations at Greenwave Aotearoa, spanning
hatchery production, cultivation and farmer and iwi partnerships. He led installation of New
Zealand’s first Norwegian seaweed-specific farming technology and was previously Technical
Lead at the UK’s largest commercial seaweed nursery, bringing hands-on experience in scaling
sustainable seaweed aquaculture.

Ben Cameron
Executive Director and General Manager — Oysters, Yumbah

Yumbah Aquaculture
Ben has oyster farming in his genes, having led Cameron of Tasmania and its integration into

the Yumbah group. He is a director of the Tasmanian Oyster Research Council and Seafood
Maritime Training.

Rebecca (Bex) Barclay-Cameron
Blue Ventures Portfolio Director, Greenwave Aotearoa

Joining the Panel

Rebecca (Bex) is an environmental program leader with 20 years’ experience turning ambitious
ideas into deliverable programs. She specialises in building partnerships across iwi, science,
industry and government, securing funding and navigating complex delivery. Her work includes
Greenwave Aotearoa, regenerative seaweed aguaculture, marine restoration initiatives and
developing new models for nature recovery.
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3:30pm - 5:00pm
SESSION 5: PATHWAYS TO MARKET

Navigating the regulatory framework and building a successful market.

Dr Corinna Dwan
Director Partnerships & Engagement, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Facilitator

Corinna brings over 30 years of extensive experience across pharmaceutical and biotechnology
industries, academic institutions, and government and has held senior roles at Marinova Pty Ltd,
University of Tasmania and with leading pharmaceutical companies including GlaxoSmithKline,
Servier, and Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica. Corinna is passionate about sustainably
transforming ocean resources into life-changing health solutions.
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Nick McNulty

Assistant Director (Business Improvement & Support Section, Complementary & OTC
Medicines Branch), Therapeutic Goods Association

From Sea to Shelf: TGA Pathways for Marine Ingredients in Complementary Medicines

Nick McNulty is an Assistant Director in the Complementary and OTC Medicines Branch at the
Therapeutic Goods Administration with qualifications in biological and biomolecular sciences
and expertise in therapeutic goods compliance and regulation. Nick currently works in policy and
reform relating to the regulation of non-prescription medicines in Australia.

Dr Long Chen

Acting Assistant Director (Complementary Medicines Evaluation Section,
Complementary & OTC Medicines Branch) Therapeutic Goods Association

From Sea to Shelf: TGA Pathways for Marine Ingredients in Complementary Medicines

Dr Long Chen is an Acting Senior Scientific Evaluator in the Complementary Medicines Evaluation
Section at the Australian Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA). With a PhD in Biomedical

Sciences and medical qualifications, Long specialises in the safety evaluation of new ingredients
for listed medicines and the regulation of complementary medicines in the Australian market.

Dr Utz Mueller

Director, One Tox Scientific Services

Regulation is Your Friend: How Early Engagement Accelerates Innovation

Utz was Principal Toxicologist and Manager of Risk Assessment — Chemical Safety and Nutrition at
Food Standards Australia New Zealand (2005-2016). He is a member of the UN Joint FAO/WHO
Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) and, since retiring from FSANZ, has independently
consulted on the toxicology of food additives and pesticides.

Paul Green
TradeStart Advisor, Department of State Growth

Cultivating a growing export market and supporting Australian provenance
Paul Green is a TradeStart Advisor based in Tasmania, helping businesses navigate export
markets and achieve international growth. He works with exporters to build capability, identify

opportunities, and connect with state and federal government services that support successful
expansion into global markets.

Dr Kira Schipper

Senior Principal Researcher, The University of Queensland

From Research to Market: Using Market Analytics and Regulatory Insights to Navigate Microalgae
Commercialisation

Dr Kira Schipper is a Senior Principal Researcher at the Centre for Solar Biotechnology, The
University of Queensland. Having worked across the Netherlands, the GCC region and Australia,
she has extensive experience in microalgae innovation, industry collaboration and research
translation. Her work focuses on techno-economic analysis, regulatory pathways and market
intelligence to support the commercialisation and scale-up of emerging microalgae industries.




9:00am - 9:05am

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

Carron Daveson

First Nations Engagement Advisor, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Narungga & Ngarrindjeri

Carron Daveson is a proud Narungga and Ngarrindjeri woman of South Australia. She holds a
Bachelor of Sport, Health and Physical Activity from Flinders University and has dedicated her
career to improving outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples through roles
across government, Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations and the not-for-profit sector,
with extensive experience in Aboriginal health and education.

9:05am - 10:15am

SESSION 6: INDUSTRY OUTLOOK AND MARINE R&D STRATEGY

Discussing Australia’s research priorities, strategic direction & future investment landscape.

Dr Steve Lapidge
Interim CEO, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Facilitator

Steve has 20+ years professional experience in fostering innovation, collaboration and knowledge
transfer within the Cooperative Research Centre program and government to address major
societal challenges. He is a Fulbright Professional Business/Industry Fellow and a graduate of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors. Steve commenced in the role of Interim CEO of MBCRC
in May 2026.

Sean Sloan

Managing Director, Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC)

Fish Forever: Delivering Impact Through Collaboration

Sean has more than 25 years’ experience in fisheries, aquaculture, and natural resource
management across Australia and the Pacific. He has held senior leadership roles in
Commonwealth and State Governments and the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency.
Committed to sustainable resource management, Sean brings extensive expertise, strong
stakeholder partnerships, and international experience. He became Managing Director of the
Fisheries Research and Development Corporation in August 2025.

John Gunn FTSE
Chair, Marine Bioproducts CRC

National Marine Science Strategy: A Coordinated National Vision

John has a 40-year career as an applied scientist, organisational leader, and governance expert
focused on ensuring trusted science informs sustainable ocean development. Formerly CEO of
AIMS, Chief Scientist of the Australian Antarctic Program, and Deputy Chief of CSIRO Marine and
Atmospheric Research, he has led major science strategies, research programs, and partnerships.
John currently serves as Independent Chair of the Marine Bioproducts CRC and IMOS.
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DAY TWO

10:45am - 12:15pm
SESSION 7: CONCURRENT SESSIONS SERIES

Maximising commercial opportunity in select species.

CONCURRENT SESSION 1: SEA URCHINS

Turning an Ecological Challenge into an Economic Opportunity

Dr Corinna Dwan
Director Partnerships & Engagement, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Facilitator

Corinna brings over 30 years of extensive experience across pharmaceutical and biotechnology
industries, academic institutions, and government and has held senior roles at Marinova Pty Ltd,
University of Tasmania and with leading pharmaceutical companies including GlaxoSmithKline,
Servier, and Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica. Corinna is passionate about sustainably
transforming ocean resources into life-changing health solutions.

Prof Colin Barrow
Chair of Biotechnology and Director of the Centre for Chemistry and Biotechnology.
Deakin University

What is the opportunity for sea urchin derived bioproducts?

Colin is Deakin Distinguished Professor and Chair of Biotechnology, and Director of Deakin’s
Centre for Sustainable Bioproducts. A highly cited researcher with over 350 publications, he
researches food, agricultural and marine biotechnology, particularly bioprocessing technologies
for producing marine bioproducts from seaweed and marine animals, including enzymatic
processing, collagen and omega-3 ails.

A/Prof Nigel Swarts

Horticulture Centre Leader (Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture), University of Tasmania
From Waste to Worth: Unlocking the Value of Sea Urchin Waste for Soil Health

Nigel is the Horticultural Centre leader with the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture, specialising

in sustainable production systems for cool-climate horticulture. His research spans fruit crops,

viticulture, soil health, irrigation and resource-use efficiency, with a strong focus on translating
science into practical solutions that improve productivity, resilience and environmental sustainability.

Jamie Newman
Owner, Sydney Urchins in collaboration with Sea Urchin Processors Association

One Industry, One Standard: Why Australia Needs a National Sea Urchin Grading System

Jamie is the owner of Sydney Urchins, working in partnership with Joonga Land and Water
Aboriginal Corporation, and a representative of Sea Urchin Processors of Australia. An electrical
engineer by trade, Jamie has eight years’ experience in the seafood industry as a commercial
diver, including five years as a sea urchin processor.

Prof Heather Smyth

Deputy Director Research, The Queensland Alliance for Agriculture and Food Innovation
Provenance branding for sea urchins — connecting taste with place

Heather is a flavour chemist and sensory scientist at The University of Queensland’s QAAFI, where
she leads the Sensory and Consumer Quality research team. With over 20 years’ experience,
Professor Smyth’s research explores flavour, texture and sensory attributes, and their influence on
consumer preferences, product quality and market opportunities across food and agriculture.



CONCURRENT SESSION 2: MICROALGAE

Breaking the Barriers to Commercialisation

Adrian Spencer
Chair, Microalgae Australia Ltd.

Facilitator

Adrian Spencer is inaugural Chair of Microalgae Australia and founder of Sampano, supporting
Australia’s nutraceutical sector. He led development of the Australian Roadmap for the
Nutraceutical Industry and was named the inaugural AgriFutures Australia Researcher of the Year.
Throughout his career, he has helped innovative organisations secure more than $1 billion in
research and commercialisation funding.

Dr Alex Thomson
Industry Engagement Manager, University of Technology Sydney

Australian Algae Industry Roadmap

Alex is the Industry Engagement Manager for the University of Technology Sydney’s Climate
Change Cluster (C3) and Director of Microalgae Australia. Alex previously led Australia’s first
dedicated algae accelerator program through the Deep Green Biotech Hub and has played a key
role in developing national algae industry roadmaps.

Prof Peter Ralph

Executive Director (Climate Change Cluster), University Technology Sydney
A global perspective on microalgae commercialisation

Distinguished Professor Peter Ralph is a global leader in algae biotechnology, advancing
sustainable solutions for food, energy, and high-value bioproducts. His pioneering research
delivers highly efficient cultivation systems and scalable production platforms, enabling circular
bioeconomy growth through bioplastics, zero-waste biorefineries, and commercially viable
innovations addressing climate, resource, and food security challenges.

Lloyd Simons

Director, Cascadia Innovations
Cultivation Technology: Insights for Commercial Development

Lloyd has contributed to more than 100 food, beverage and ingredient research, development
and commercialisation projects. His experience includes scaling microalgae cultivation and
ingredient processing from laboratory to industrial systems, alongside applying food-grade quality
assurance, risk management and novel ingredient safety testing to support the development and
commercialisation of microalgae products.

Prof Ben Hankamer
Founding Director (Solar Biofuels Consortium and Centre for Solar Biotechnology) The
University of Queensland

Scaling Smarter: Modular Approaches to support next generation biorefinery

Since 2002, Ben has been a Chief Investigator at the University of Queensland’s Institute for
Molecular Bioscience. He directed the Solar Biofuels Consortium from 20062017 and has led the
Centre for Solar Biotechnology since 2017. In 2026, Ben was appointed Acting Deputy Director of
Research at the Institute for Molecular Bioscience.

Dr Anusuya Willis
Director (Australian National Algae Culture Collection) CSIRO

From Lab to Market: Species Selection and Commercialisation of Microalgae

Dr Anusuya Willis is a phycologist who uses molecular biology and physiology to research algae
diversity. Director of the Australian National Algae Culture Collection at CSIRO, Anusuya combines
expertise in phylogenetics, genomics, physiology and ecology to study a vast array of algae,
including harmful cyanobacteria and giant kelp restoration.

Dr Polly Agrawal

Business Development Manager, Partnerships and Business Development, CSIRO
From Lab to Market: Species Selection and Commercialisation of Microalgae

Dr Polly Agrawal is a Business Development Manager at CSIRO, leading partnership and
commercialisation activities across the National Facilities and Collections portfolio, including the
Australian National Algae Culture Collection. Passionate about translating science into real-world
impact, she has more than 10 years of experience building collaborations across research,
industry and government. Polly is recognised as an inclusive leader and trusted strategic advisor.
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DAY TWO

1:15pm - 2:45pm

SESSION 8: RESEARCH IN ACTION

Building Australia’s marine innovation through research capability to commercial impact.

Dr Kathy Ophel-Keller PMS
Director, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Facilitator

Kathy is a highly regarded scientist, research leader and non-executive director with over four
decades of experience in agricultural research, innovation and research. Her career includes
senior leadership roles with the South Australian Research and Development Institute, including
Research Director and Acting Executive Director. Kathy has received a Public Service Medal and
brings significant expertise to the Marine Bioproducts CRC Board.

Dr Esther Callcott

Head of Discipline - Veterinary Technology, Charles Sturt University

From Marine Resource to Real World Impact: Translating Marine Bioactives into
Commercial Solutions

Dr Esther Callcott is a Medical Biochemist whose research bridges veterinary and human medicine
through the discovery and validation of Australian marine bioactives. As a Senior Lecturer at Charles
Sturt University and researcher with the Marine Bioproducts CRC, she partners with industry to
generate the scientific evidence needed to commercialise innovative One Health products.

Prof Colin Barrow
Chair of Biotechnology and Director of the Centre for Chemistry and Biotechnology.

Deakin University
New bioproducts from seaweed residues

Colin is Deakin Distinguished Professor and Chair of Biotechnology, and Director of Deakin’s
Centre for Sustainable Bioproducts. A highly cited researcher with over 350 publications, he
researches food, agricultural and marine biotechnology, particularly bioprocessing technologies
for producing marine bioproducts from seaweed and marine animals, including enzymatic
processing, collagen and omega-3 oils.

A/Prof Yun Feng

Research Leader — Institute for Biomedicine and Glycomics, Griffith University
Probiotics from the Sea

Yun is an accomplished natural products chemist and Research Leader at Griffith University's
Institute for Biomedicine and Glycomics. With more than 100 publications and $3 million in
competitive funding, her research spans bioactive compounds, microbial probiotics and
translational biotechnology. She leads MBCRC-supported projects developing marine-derived
Bacillus probiotics with Bioproton for animal health.

A/Prof Nigel Swarts
Horticulture Centre Leader (Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture), University of Tasmania
‘Science Behind the Product: Independent Validation of Marine-Derived Compost and Fertilisers

Nigel is the Horticultural Centre leader with the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture, specialising
in sustainable production systems for cool-climate horticulture. His research spans fruit crops,
viticulture, soil health, irrigation and resource-use efficiency, with a strong focus on translating
science into practical solutions that improve productivity, resilience and environmental sustainability.

Dr Vanni Caruso
Medical Researcher and Senior Lecturer, University of Tasmania
From Ocean to Health: Seaweed to Real-World Impact

Dr Vanni Caruso is a Senior Lecturer in Pharmacology at the University of Tasmania. His research
focuses on drug discovery and marine pharmacology, investigating the health benefits of marine
bioactives using innovative preclinical models and omics-based approaches.



3:15pm - 4:15pm

SESSION 9: PEOPLE & CAPABILITY

Focusing on education, training, and building future industry capability.

Dr Sarah Ugalde

Education and Communications Manager

Facilitator & Showcase of the Marine Bioproducts CRC Education & Training Program

Sarah is an academic and strategic enabler connecting research, industry and government to
advance sustainable ocean production and product development. An award-winning researcher,
educator and science communicator, she is passionate about building capability and career
pathways. Sarah is a Women in Seafood Australasia member and National Seafood Industry
Leadership Program alumna.

Dr Tara Kelly
Junior Research Fellow, University of Tasmania
Next Generation in Action: Can Al Recognise a Lobster?

Tara specialises in aquatic animal physiology and behaviour, with a particular focus on
crustaceans. Her expertise includes lobster behaviour, moulting physiology, culture system
design, and statistical analyses, which are critical for developing protocols to minimise animal
stress, ensure accurate measurements across moult cycles, and process biologically reliable data
for management.

Dr Dean Giosio
Research Fellow, University of Tasmania
Next Generation in Action: Can Al Recognise a Lobster?

Dean specialises in automated systems, computer vision technologies, and image-based
monitoring tools for mariculture and aquaculture. He has played a key role in the ARC Research
Hub for Sustainable Onshore Lobster Aquaculture, developing systems for automated larval
monitoring, aquaculture detection technologies, and real-time imaging tools.

Dr Patrick Hone
Angler, Self-employed
People & Pathways into the Future

Patrick is the former Managing Director of the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation
(FRDC). Patrick has extensive knowledge of Australia’s fishing and aquaculture sectors and
significant experience in research, development, extension, planning and investment.

4:15pm - 4:30pm

CONFERENCE CLOSE

Focusing on education, training, and building future industry capability.

Dr Steve Lapidge
Interim CEO, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Steve has 20+ years professional experience in fostering innovation, collaboration and knowledge
transfer within the Cooperative Research Centre program and government to address major
societal challenges. He is a Fulbright Professional Business/Industry Fellow and a graduate of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors. Steve commenced in the role of Interim CEO of MBCRC
in May 2026.

The Hon Felix Ashton Ellis

Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Management

Minister for Business, Industry and Resources

Minister for Skills and Jobs

Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy

Felix has lived in small towns all over the North West and West Coast and has settled down in
Sassafras with his wife Margot and young sons William and Michael. A plumber by trade, Felix is
passionate about making Tasmania a place where young families can find opportunities, get a
great education and enjoy the Tasmanian way of life.
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GALA DINNER AND

AWARD PRESENTATIONS

Awards presented by Heather Kent
Director, Marine Bioproducts CRC

Heather is an experienced executive and non-executive director with expertise in governance, strategy and
organisational leadership. She is CEO of Palliative Care Tasmania and previously led the St Vincent de Paul
Society of Tasmania. Heather brings extensive experience in organisational performance and risk oversight
to the Marine Bioproducts CRC Board and as Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee.

awards honoure - NWARD GATEGORIES:
Australian-made

biomanufacturing Recognises a marine bioproduct that has achieved commercial

success or public impact.

2. Research Excellence Award
Presented for innovative research advancing the development of
sustainable marine bioproducts.

3. Next Wave Awards
Recognises an outstanding Marine Bioproducts CRC Scholar
demonstrating excellence, innovation and potential to make a
significant contribution to the future of the marine bioproducts sector.

4. Breakthrough Award
Celebrates a breakthrough contribution or early success by a new
entrant in the marine bioproduct sector, particularly those who have
achieved progress despite challenges.

5. Business Impact Award
Recognises a business that has made outstanding contributions
to the success and advancement of marine bioproducts through
leadership, growth, or operational excellence.

6. First Nations Engagement and Community Award
Recognises leadership, innovation, or knowledge-sharing by First
Nations communities, individuals, or organisations.

7. Hall of Fame Award
Honours long-term, outstanding contributions to the marine
bioproducts sector.

The Marine Bioproducts Awards are proudly sponsored by
the Marine Bioproducts CRC




1 — Jessica Gibbs
University of Sunshine Coast and NSW Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development

How the Sydney Rock Oyster Can Combat Antimicrobial Resistant Bacteria

Jessica is a PhD candidate in Microbiology and Bacteriology at University of Sunshine Coast,
researching antimicrobial compounds from marine natural sources, including Sydney Rock
Oysters. Her research addresses antimicrobial resistance by investigating these compounds
against resistant bacterial pathogens. She is passionate about expanding her expertise in
infectious disease, microbiology and bioinformatics.

2 — Evan Worden
Deakin University and SeaGen Aquaculture

Optimising Sponge Production for Restoration and Aquaculture

Evan is a benthic ecologist specialising in sponge restoration and aquaculture. A National Industry
PhD candidate at Deakin University, working with Seagen Aquaculture, his research focuses

on restoring degraded sponge reefs across southern Australia and developing industry-tested
restoration strategies and modern sponge aquaculture techniques to support sustainable and
resilient marine industries.

3 — Sandani Paramith
The University of Queensland and Greenalgi

Smart Filtration for Microalgae Harvesting

Sandani is a PhD candidate at The University of Queensland, Australia, researching membrane
filtration for sustainable microalgae harvesting. Her research focuses on modelling and optimising
filtration processes, with the aim of developing data-driven approaches for real-time process
optimisation, improved harvesting efficiency, and reduced operating costs in large-scale
microalgae production.

4 — Camilo Esparza
Adelaide University and Ocean2Earth

Making Waves in the Marine Bioeconomy: A Market-Shaping Framework for Australian Marine
Bioproducts

An agribusiness specialist and trainer, Camilo combines data analysis and financial expertise to
improve productivity, profitability and environmental sustainability. His work integrates regenerative
agriculture, circular economy principles and evidence-based decision-making, translating
complex data into practical action and helping farms and agribusinesses strengthen resilience,
optimise resources and build long-term capability.

5 — Kunhao Liu
The University of Queensland and Spraying Systems Co.

Unlocking Marine Microalgae: An Integrated Pathway from Biomass to Stable, High-Value
Ingredients

Kunhao is a PhD Scholar in the School of Agriculture and Food Sustainability at The University
of Queensland. His research focuses on microalgae processing, including spray-drying
encapsulation, pigment and omega-3 extraction, and developing stable functional food
ingredients. He has expertise in formulation, analytical characterisation and scientific research
and publication.

6 — Sophia Olijnyk
Flinders University and Zippel Enterprises

Sophia is an emerging marine scientist specialising in trace metal bioaccumulation in microalgae
and oysters. Following her Honours, she continued into a PhD focused on sustainable aquaculture
solutions. Working with Marine Bioproducts CRC, Flinders University and Zippel Enterprises, her
research combines laboratory experimentation and industry practices to improve shellfish health
and environmental resilience.
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7 — Chris (Chanhee) Jeong
Griffith University and Bioproton

Exploring Novel Marine-Derived Bacillus for Probiotic Applications

Chris is an Honours student in Biomedical Sciences at Griffith University with a strong interest
in microbiology. His research investigates antimicrobial activity and resistance mechanisms
in novel marine microbes. Through his academic training and Honours research, Chris is
developing expertise in microbiological principles, laboratory techniques and marine-derived
antimicrobial applications.

8 — Nanda Mrabawani
University of Tasmania and Thermo Fisher Scientific

Unlocking Arsenic Speciation in Complex Environmental Matrices Using lon Chromatography
Coupled to Triple Quadrupole ICP-MS

Nanda is a PhD Scholar at the University of Tasmania, developing advanced separation
methods for metal and non-metal species in environmental and agricultural samples using ion
chromatography and mass spectrometry. She holds a Master’s in Analytical Chemistry from
Kwansei Gakuin University, where she researched rare earth elements in river water.

9 — Jack Starr

Flinders University and Zippel Enterprises
Grow Fast, Die Young? Salinity's Trade-Off for Pacific Oyster Larvae

Jack is commencing a PhD in Marine Aquaculture at Flinders University, researching Pacific
oyster hatchery performance and larval rearing conditions. His work combines applied hatchery
trials with quantitative analysis, with future research focused on tetraploid broodstock production.
His broader interests include sustainable aquaculture, operational optimisation and connecting
research with commercial practice.

10 — Pretty Londhe

Southern Cross University, Australian Algae Services and Algenie

Development and Validation of Photoautotrophic Microalgal Biofilm-Based Growth Systems for
High-Value Product Development

Pretty is a PhD Scholar at Southern Cross University researching microalgal biofilm systems. Her
research focuses on optimising microalgae growth on biofilms to enhance biomass productivity
and support sustainable resource recovery. Originally from Western India, Pretty brings curiosity
and determination to her research and enjoys nature, travel, music and playing guitar.

11 — Justin Tierney
University of Technology Sydney and NSW Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development

Scaling the ALGArithm: Microalgae for Murray Cod

Justin specialises in fish and algae biology and genetics, researching how microalgae can
support sustainable aquaculture and food production. His experience spans government and
academia across Australia and Europe, with a focus on translating biological research into real-
world applications that strengthen food systems and reduce pressure on wild fisheries.

12 — Paris Weller

AgriFutures Australia

Paris is an Agriculture student at the University of Melbourne and an AgriFutures Horizon Scholar
sponsored by Marine Bioproducts CRC. Growing up on a cattle property sparked her passion for
agriculture, while her interest in marine biology has shaped her ambition to explore opportunities
connecting agriculture, marine industries and sustainable production.




13 — Sepideh Banyayan

The University of Queensland and Greenalgi
From Ocean to Plate

Sepideh is a PhD candidate at the University of Queensland’s Institute for Molecular Bioscience,
researching the isolation and purification of microalgal proteins and omega-3 fatty acids for food
applications. With qualifications in food science and biotechnology, she brings over ten years’
industry experience in product development, process optimisation, formulation and scale-up.

14 — Ajanth Praveen

Flinders University

Eckol-Rich Phlorotannins and Fucoidan from Brown Seaweeds Promote Lactic Acid Bacteria
Growth and Postbiotic Production

Ajanth’s research at Flinders University explores sustainable green technologies for extracting
health-promoting bioactives from Australian seaweeds. As a PhD candidate, he investigates brown
seaweed compounds for gut-brain health applications, with broader interests in marine-derived
functional foods, nutraceuticals and innovative processing approaches that support sustainable
food and health systems.

15 — Velislav (Villy) Koteski
Charles Sturt University and SCIEX

Sea-to-Skin Therapeutics for Chronic Wound Care

Velislav’s research explores the potential of Australian seaweeds for wound healing and
sustainable marine-based health solutions. A pharmacist by training, he has a strong interest in
medicinal plants, natural products and human physiology. His PhD combines multidisciplinary
approaches to translate nature’s chemistry into practical innovations benefiting people and

the environment.

16 — Madison (Madi) Isemonger

AgriFutures Australia

The Blue Economy Isn't on the Curriculum — Here's Why It Should Be

Madi brings experience across broadacre cropping, livestock, egg and mushroom production,
alongside leadership roles in agricultural organisations. She currently works in the AgTech sector
supporting marketing initiatives. As a 2026 AgriFutures Horizon Scholar supported by Marine
Bioproducts CRC, Madison is expanding her experience while contributing to innovation and
collaboration across Australian agriculture.

17 — Valeria Sanders
Flinders University, Marinova and SA Water

From Seaweed to Safer Water: A Gut-on-Chip Platform for Water Safety and Marine
Bioproduct Testing

With expertise in virology, Valeria researches innovative models for enteric viruses, including
Adenovirus and Norovirus. Her PhD at Flinders University explores seaweed-derived
polysaccharides as antiviral treatments and develops assays for waterborne pathogen infectivity,
advancing sustainable approaches to pathogen detection, antiviral treatment and public

health protection.
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VE3IT TASNANIA

NORTRWEST & WEST GOAGT OF TASMANIA

Tasmania’s North West and West Coast regions are home

to some of Australia’s most beautiful natural environments,
untouched for centuries and abundant with wildlife and native
flora. Tasmania’s Wilderness World Heritage Area is on its
doorstep and, along with its national parks, provides hiking trails,
white water rafting, luxury cruises and food trails, spoiling visitors
with captivating views at every turn.

Home to Cape Grim'’s air monitoring station that regularly
records the world’s cleanest air, expansive agricultural lands
offer an abundance of fresh produce, chocolate, cheese,
whisky, honey and home-style treats keep hungry visitors
happy with genuine paddock-to-plate experiences. With only
a short drive to the UNESCO protected Tarkine, the world’s
second-largest cool temperate rainforest, the crisp, pure air
and untouched wilderness of the North West and West Coasts
will take you back in time, and give you a deeper connection
to the island state.

The bustling coastal port city of Devonport is the gateway to
the North West and beyond, hosting the Spirit of Tasmania
ferries on their daily voyages to and from Melbourne. A leisurely
hour’s drive from the coast, Cradle Mountain National Park
offers some of Australia’s most famous walking trails and forest
adventures through spectacular landscapes and ancient forests.

HOBARI

Hobart is a world-class destination with captivating history, a picturesque harbour,
rugged mountains, gourmet food and wine experiences, and a strong arts and
cultural scene — the city has something for everyone. With southern Tasmania’s main
attractions in close proximity, visitors can experience the best of this beautiful region
even on the shortest of stays.

Hobart is the perfect base for exploring Southern Tasmania. Take a ferry from central
Hobart to visit the world'’s largest collection of private art, Mona. Mount Field National
Park and Bruny Island are easily accessible for day trips. Experience Tasmania’s
pristine waterways by yacht, luxury catamaran or power vessel and enjoy fresh local
produce, award-winning wines, whisky, spirits and craft beers at a variety of cellar
doors, breweries and restaurants across the region.

If you have a few days pre or post conference, consider hiring a car to explore the
island further.
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The riverside city of Launceston has a streetscape
brimming with elegant colonial and Victorian
architecture, interspersed with century-old parks. lts
vibrant food and wine scene has recently transformed
the city. Launceston’s Seaport precinct is the perfect
place to enjoy a stroll along the riverside boardwalk
with a variety of cafés, bars and restaurants.

Art and design also take a front-row seat in this
charismatic city, together with the iconic Cataract
Gorge — a natural oasis in the middle of the city. The
Gorge is only a 15-minute walk from the CBD and
offers walking and hiking trails, picturesque gardens
and stunning views of the natural ravine and cliff
grounds. Within a 20-minute drive of Launceston are
the elegant historic towns of Longford and Evandale,
the picturesque Tamar Valley wine regions, some

of the best mountain biking in the world and two of
the world’s top golf courses — Barnbougle Dunes
and Lost Farm. For those interested in wildlife and
Aboriginal heritage, the Narawntapu National Park to

the north is a must-see.
I_Al_l N E ESIUN Launceston has retained its identity as friendly and

accessible, while still offering all the amenities of a

. city. Visitors are captivated by Launceston’s natural
attractions, especially the spectacular Cataract Gorge,
within a walkable distance of the CBD, its charming
parks and gardens and its historic architecture.

EAST GOAST OF TASMANIA

With coastal beaches and landscapes to rival any in
the world, the natural beauty of the East Coast can be
accessed by one of the best scenic drives in the country.
The Great Eastern Drive will bring you through historic
' townships, with direct access to fresh seafood, award
winning wines and friendly local characters. Untouched
national parks, pristine waterways, world-famous coastal
kelp forests and the illuminating pink granite Hazard
mountains, provide an abundance of adventurous
outdoor activities.

HOBART

The jewel on the east coast is Freycinet Peninsula, home
to dramatic pink granite peaks, secluded bays, white
sandy beaches and abundant birdlife. Located within the
national park is Freycinet Lodge, nestled on the waterfront
and surrounded by forest, and Saffire Freycinet, one of
Australia’s most luxurious lodges.
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Marine BioConnect 2026 is supported by the Tasmanian Government’s Business
Events Attraction Fund (BEAF), delivered through Business Events Tasmania. ; ! A

AGKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GOUNTRY

We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the First Nations
of Australia and the Traditional Custodians of the land and sea we now all share. We
honour the enduring knowledge systems that have cared for Sea Country for more
than 65,000 years.

We recognise that First Nations cultures hold deep scientific, environmental and
cultural knowledge that continues to guide sustainable relationships with marine
ecosystems today. We pay our respects to Elders who have cared for Country in
the past, those who continue to lead today, and the young people who will carry this
knowledge into the future.

We commit to listening deeply, walking respectfully, and ensuring First Nations
peoples guide decisions that impact Sea Country now and into the future.
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